THE PROPER GENERIC NAME OF THE TUNNIES. 



BY 

Theodore Gill, M. D., Ph. D. 

It lunst be conceded Unit neitlier of tlie names generally used till 
lately for the tunnies eaii be retained. What is the proper substitute 
has b(*eii a question in disjmte. 

President Jordan has proposed a new name (U for the true 

tunny and another {Gernio) for the long-hnned albaeore, but nderring 
both as subgenera to a eominon genus for which In* took the name 
Alharora.^ 

The present writer has accepted the name originally the 

result of a lapsus (‘uhuuiji but subsequently deliberately adopted for 
the short-finned tunnies, t 

The reasons given for the revival of the name of Orycnus have not 
satisfied President Jordan or his disciples, Dresslar and Fesler. The 
latter have commented on the subject as follows: 

Tlie name Oryenns Cooper, it seemR to us, is preoccupied by its previous use for 
another genus or subgenus by Gill. It is therefore iueligiMe. In other words, a 
gimeric j)ame oi-iginatiug in a misprint of a well-knowr name i*an not be later used 
as a name of another genus. § 

Oryenus was not taken by Cooper for another genus or subgenus 
than that for Avhich it was originally used by Gill. That author, under 
the caption Gen us Oryenus Cuv.,’’ specified Oryenus secundldorsaUs,^' 
the tunny, and that only. For the tunnies only Coojier retained the 
name, restricting Oreynus to the hmg-fiimed Albacores. It seems to 
me that the course was legitimate. However, a discovery which 1 
made soon after the publication of my paper ^^On the proper gem*ric 
name of the tunny and albaeore’^ will settle the question against all of 
us in accordance with the principles of nouienelatui e recognized by us. 

In 1845 the twenty-fifth volume of the P]iicyclopa*dia JMetro])olitana 
was published, and in it are zoological articles by Dr. J. F. South. 

^Jordan (1). S.) A Manual of the A^ertebrate Animals of the Nortberii United 
States. Fifth edition. Chicago, 188S (jd 106). 

t Proceedings of the U. S. National Museum, Vol. xi, p. 319, 1888. 

t Proceedings of the California Academy of Natural Sciences, A^ol. iii, p. 77, 1863. 

§ Bulletin of tlie U. S. Fish Commission, A^d. vii, for 1887 (j». 437). Washington. 
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<;i:ni:l‘K‘ .\ami: (»i' 'ji aniiis — ciu 



Amniin limn is oiir mi ‘‘ Al'ln' I hr ■\m‘iiriir r linrnrl (*!■'’ 
Mini soiiir romiimits, :i pn rn urn ph wns ilrN ihrii In I hr nmnoiK'lnl nrr in 
1 hr Inllnw iii.ii' Irrms : 

Cm vi«n' I kis :i |>pl ird tlir. word i*«‘iu!i'ii ;i 1 1 v lo Mm'ho lisii, l»iil Jis il Imd horn 

lon^‘ hrioro iisnl h\ I 'nln'icins ;is llio liMo(d‘ Ji <;i’nns ol' liy jiirMopt rrniis insrrts, il 
will he Im'IIjT |.o nso. Ilio corrosiMnid i iil( wor<l 'riunnins In |»rr\'»‘n( i’on I'liHioii. 

nimir I'/innnn.s \v:is tlins sii.ui»rsl ( m 1 ninl usimI as a siihstilnlr I'nr 
7V/y/??///hv ami as snlliririil l\ dislinrt iVniii thr laltn'; it lias i-lassicail 
sam'tiuii, tlir lorm 'r/tHiunts ])(‘in«;' tin* n\u'iilar oiir am) prrlrrml by 
many srliolars* to 'riij/nmisA llnnnnis^ il is Inns is a nirrr, variani nl‘ 
ritjfinuis, but, b(‘in,n' h N'aiianl, il is dirirrml and, as dillrnMil, was 
Innnall.N' iiitroiliiriMl as a siibsliliib‘ lor Thjfnufis. W\ most; Ainrriraii 
iidil liyoloiiisl s il will llrn’rlbri' Im‘ arrrpird. 

4di(‘ rssontial symmyiny uT llnnnnts is as follows: 



riirxNrs. 



Sj/HOItifUljl. 

X 'riiyiinns (Uirhv, Ivoonr Aniiinil {I"' od.], I. *J, p. IS17. i fht/innts. Nol 

I'hffinnts oi' r'a!)., ITTo. ) 

■Svihrymis Curin', Aiiini:il [I" c<l.|. I. p. .'Ill, 1817. ( /'. uUtfont/o. Nol 

(h'vifims of jni i\, ISl.o. ) 

<^'rhyiniiis ('nr. /'n/., Hist. Xal, dr I'cdssoiis, I. S, p. .77, ISIll. 

riinnnus iSonfh, I'hir. Mrh’op., 27, jr d2l), IS 17. 

'I'liynnns Ciinlhn', (\'n. i‘''islir.v; in llril. Miis., v.2, p. 1*1)2, ISIIO. 

< )iynnis (lill, Tat. P'ishr.s K. (^)ast X. Amorira, ]». 77, ISlll ; !‘i-or. Ar:nl. Xal. Sri. 

riiila., [\ . 11), ]). 127, lSd2. {/.njnuhs (nlmni.) 

( )r('yinis dill, Troc. Arad. Xal. S<d. I'liila., (\ . II ), p, 7211, 1SI*2. 

X <>ryrniis ('oofnr. rro(\ Cal, Arad. Xal. Sri..v, 7, p. 77, 18157. 

>Orryims Coofirr, I’ror. Cal. Arail. iX'at. Sri., v. 7. ]). 77, 1SI57. 

Alhacora ./<>rd<o/, Man. \7'rl . An. X. H. S., 7tli <‘d., p. UH5, 1888, ( 7’. thjinnn.s.\ 
slirnno >/onfan. I’lan*. Ara«l. Xat. Sri. rliila., 1888. { /’. nlnhnifjn.) 

Scannhrr .'^p. IJnn. rl \ cl , ain l. 

■ “'rininnns (also wi-it.lni Ihynniis), i, m. (Irrror, I hr hnnnj or hntnii-Jish. Sooniln'r 
'riiyimns, Linn.: l*lin. |l, 17, 17. ll,sp.; llor. S. 2. 7, 1 1 ; < >v . 1 lal. !>8 ; Maid. 10. 18. 
12:" Andrrw.s’ ( Nipions and Cri I ical Latin I'ajijlisli Lexicon. 
l*‘Thvnnn'i, i. | /. r. \ idc) Ihnnnns." .\ ndrrws o/>. rU. 



